
PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of: 



Application No.: 
U.S. Patent No.: 
Filing Date: 
Issued: 

First Inventor: 
For: 



10/721,878 
7,346,957 
November 26, 2003 
March 25, 2008 



Examiner: 
Art Unit: 
Confirm. No.: 
Customer No.: 



NAKAMOTO, Hiroshi Attorney No.: 
VACUUM CLEANER 



REDDING, D.A. 

1744 

6011 

23364 

N AKA3 0 1 0/J JC/PMB 



REQUEST UNDER 37 C.F.R. g 3.81(b) 

Mail Stop PETITIONS 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This is responsive to the Office Communication of October 21, 2008 in the 
above-identified matter, which denied Applicants 5 request for a Certificate of 
Correction, which would have corrected the Assignee's name, for failure to obtain a 
grant of a request under 37 C.F.R. § 3.81(b) prior to requesting a Certificate of 
Correction. 

Processing Fee (37 C.F.R. $ 1.117(0) 

Applicants herewith submit the processing fee for this request of $130, as 
required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 17(i). Please charge any additional fees required or credit 
any overpayments in connection with this paper to Deposit Account No. 02-0200. 

U/03/2tf08 AMGMAFl mm&U 10721878 

«l FC:l4b4 138> 00 op 



U.S. Patent No. 7,346,957 
Application No.: 10/721,878 



Statement Under 37 C.F.R. § 3.8 Ub) 

Applicants herein assert that that failure to include the correct assignee name 
on the PTOL-85B was inadvertent, and respectfully request this cause of denial be 
withdrawn. 

Applicants also herein assert that the assignment was submitted for 
recordation as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 3.1 1 before issuance of the patent. Please see the 
enclosed copy of the Notice of Recordation of Assignment Document, reflecting the 
reel and frame number where the assignment(s) is recorded and/or reflecting proof of 
the date the assignment was submitted for recordation. 

Request to Forward File to Certificates of Correction Branch 

Applicants herein request that the above-identified file be forwarded to the 
Certificates of Correction Branch upon granting of this request. 

Applicants enclose herewith a copy of the Request for Certificate of 
Correction filed in the above-identified file on October 8, 2008, which included the 
requisite fee of $100.00 under 37 C.F.R. 1.20(a). 

Conclusion 

If any issues remain that may be resolved by a telephone or facsimile 
communication with the applicants' attorney, the examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the numbers shown below. 



BACON & THOMAS, PLLC Respectfully submitted, 

625 Slaters Lane, Fourth Floor 



Alexandria, Virginia 223 14-1 176 
Phone: (703) 683-0500 
Facsimile: (703) 683-1080 




PATRICK M. BUECHNER 
Date: October 30, 2008 Attorney for Applicants 

Registration No. 57,504 






United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property and 
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office 



JUNE 18, 2004 

BACON Sc THOMAS, PLLC 
62 5 SLATERS LANE 
FOURTH FLOOR 
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 



PTAS 
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
NOTICE OF RECORDATION OF ASSIGNMENT DOCUMENT 

THE ENCLOSED DOCUMENT HAS BEEN RECORDED BY THE ASSIGNMENT DIVISION OF 
THE U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE. A COMPLETE MICROFILM COPY IS 
AVAILABLE AT THE ASSIGNMENT SEARCH ROOM CM THE REEL AND FRAME NUMBER 
REFERENCED BELOW. 

PLEASE REVIEW ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS NOTICE. THE 
INFORMATION CONTAINED ON THIS RECORDATION NOTICE REFLECTS THE DATA 
PRESENT IN THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK ASSIGNMENT SYSTEM. IF YOU SHOULD 
FIND ANY ERRORS OR HAVE QUESTIONS CONCERNING THIS NOTICE, YOU MAY 
CONTACT THE EMPLOYEE WHOSE NAME APPEARS ON THIS NOTICE AT 703-308-9723. 
PLEASE SEND REQUEST FOR CORRECTION TO: U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE, 
ASSIGNMENT DIVISION, BOX ASSIGNMENTS, CG-4, 1213 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY, 
SUITE 320, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231. 



RECORDATION DATE: 11/26/2003 REEL/FRAME: 014746/0978 

NUMBER OF PAGES: 4 

BRIEF: ASSIGNMENT OF ASSIGNOR'S INTEREST (SEE DOCUMENT FOR DETAILS) 

DOC DATE: 11/18/2003 



ASSIGNOR: 

NAKAMOTO , HIROSHI 



ASSIGNOR: 

TSUCHIYA, NORIHIRO 

ASSIGNOR: 

NI SHIKORI , TAMAKI 

ASSIGNOR: 

MADOKORO , YASUHIRO 

ASSIGNOR: 

YUASA, YASUHIRO 

ASSIGNOR: 

MORI SHITA , KAZUHI SA 



DOC DATE: 11/18/2003 

DOC DATE: 11/18/2003 

DOC DATE: 11/18/2003 

DOC DATE: 11/18/200 

DOC DATE: 11/18/2 




P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450-www.uspto.gov 



014746/0978 PAGE 2 



ASSIGNEE : 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL 

CO . , LTD . 
1006, OAZA KADOMA 

KADOMA-SHI , OSAKA, 571-8501, JAPAN 

SERIAL NUMBER: 1072187 8 FILING DATE 

PATENT NUMBER: ISSUE DATE: 

TITLE: VACUUM CLEANER 



VIOLET MCCOY, EXAMINER 
ASSIGNMENT DIVISION 
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RECORDS 



B/O FORM PTO-1595 (Rev. 4/00J 



i2-Q4-2uuo 




H9615365 



U.S. Department of Commerce Potent and Trademark Office 

COPY 



To the Commissioner for Patents. Please record the attached original documents or copies thereof. 



7. Name of Conveying Party (ies): 



Hiroshi NAKAMOTO 
Norihiro TSUCHIYA 
Tamaki NISHIKORI 

Yasuhiro MADOKORO 
Yasuhiro YUASA 

Kazuhisa MORISHITA 



3. Nature of Conveyance: 

^Assignment □. Merger 

□ Security Agreement □ Change of Name 

□ Other: 

Execution Date: 11/1 8/03 



2. Name and Address of Receiving Party (ies): 



Name: 



Street Address: 



Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., 
Ltd. 



1006, Oaza Kadoma 



CO 
COCO 

CO T 

c- 



City, State, Zip: Kadoma-shi, Osaka, 571/8501 
Japan 



□ Additional name(s) and address(es) attached. 



4. (A) Patent Application Number(s): 



4. (B) Patent Number (s): 



If this document is being filed together with a new 

application, the execution date of the application is: 11/1 8/03 



O Additional Numbers Attached. 



5. Name and Address of Party to whom Correspondence Concerning this 
Document Shouid be Mailed: 



Name: 



23364 

CUSTOMER NUMBER 



Eugene Mar 

Bacon & Thomas, PLLC 
625 Slaters Lane Fourth Floor 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Total Number of Applications and 
Patents Involved: 



7. Total Fee: 
(37 CFR3.4U 



1 



$40.00 



a Enclosed 

□ Authorized to be charged to deposit account 



8. Deposit Account Number 



02-0200 



9. Statement and Signature: 

To the best of my knowledge and belief, the foregoing is true and correct and any attached copy is a 
true copy of the original document 

Eugene Mar ^ A C^_ == ^ = j November 26, 2003 



Name of Person Signing Signature 
Total number of pages including cover sheet, attachments and document: 4 



Date 



B/02/2003 FFhNAEIA 00000045 10721878 

3 FC;80c*l 40.00 OP 



COPY 

JOINT ASSIGNMENT - WITNESS 



ASSIGNMENT 



WHEREAS, I (we), Hiroshl Nakamoto, Norihfro Tsuchiya, Tamakl Nishikori, Yasuhiro Madokoro, Yasuhiro Yuasa 
and Kazuhisa Morishita 

whose post office address(es) appear(s) below, hereinafter referred to as ASSIGNOR, is(are) the owner of certain new and useful 
improvements in VACUUM CLEANER 

(hereinafter referred to as the INVENTION) for which an application for United States Letters Patent was 
[XJ executed on even date herewith 
[ ] executed on: 

[ ] filed on: Serial No.: 

[ ] established by PCT International Patent Application No.: filed: 
designating the United States of America 

WHEREAS, Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd. 
whose post office address is 1006, Oaza Kadoma, Kadoma-shi, Osaka, 571-8501, Japan hereinafter referred to as ASSIGNEE, 
is desirous of acquiring the entire right, title and interest in and to the same in the united States; 

NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, I (we), ASSIGNOR, by 
these presents do sell, assign and transfer unto said ASSIGNEE, the entire right, title, and interest in and to said INVENTION and 
application throughout the United States of America, including any and all Letters Patent granted on any division, continuation, 
continuation-in-part and reissue of said application. 

ALSO, ASSIGNOR hereby agrees to execute any documents that legally may be required in connection with the filing, 
prosecution and maintenance of said application or any other patent application (s) in the United States for said INVENTION, including 
additional documents that may be required to affirm the rights of ASSIGNEE in and to said INVENTION, all without further 
consideration. ASSIGNOR also agrees, without further consideration and at ASSIGNEE'S expense, to identify and communicate to 
ASSIGNEE at ASSIGNEE'S request documents and information concerning the INVENTION that are within ASSIGNOR'S 
possession or control, and to provide further assurances and testimony on behalf of ASSIGNEE that lawfully may be required of 
ASSIGNOR in respect of the prosecution, maintenance and defense of any patent application or patent encompassed within the 
terms of this instrument. ASSIGNOR'S obligations under this instrument shall extend to ASSIGNOR'S heirs, executors, 
administrators and other legal representatives. 

ALSO, ASSIGNOR hereby authorizes and requests the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to issue any and all Letters 
Patent referred to above to ASSIGNEE, as the ASSIGNEE of the entire right, title and interest in and to the same, for ASSIGNEE'S 
sole use and behoof; and for the use and behoof of ASSIGNEE'S legal representatives and successors, to the full end of the term for 
which such Letters Patent may be granted, as fully and entirely as the same would have been held by ASSIGNOR had this 
assignment and sale not been made. 

ASSIGNOR authorizes any member of the firm of Bacon & Thomas to insert or complete any information in this document 
needed to effect its recordal in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 



JOINT ASSIGNMENT - WITNESS 



ASSIGNMENT 



Page _2_ 



Assignor Name Hiroshf Nakamoto 


Address 421 -22, Demachi, Omihachiman-shi, 
Shiga 523-0892 Japan 


where signed Shiga, Japan 


Date 


Signature 

ttitbfhl Afakomv.fi: 


Witness (optional) 


Witness (optional) 


Print/Type Name 


Print/Type Name 


Signature 


! Signature 




Assignor Name NoHhiro Tsuchiya 


Address 2-14-6, Shinohara-cho, Omihachiman-shi, 
Shiga 523-0044 Japan 


where signed Shiga, Japan 


Date 

M> y&m k <*w y / ft co 3 


Signature 

A'g A V) r kc> 77 v a/, ' 


Witness (optional) 


Witness (optical) 


PrinVType Name 


Print/Type Name j 


Signature 


Signature 




Assignor Name Tamaki Nishikori 


Address 2-7-1 1 , Sakuragaoka, Kusatsu-shi, 
Shiga 525-0057 Japan 


Where Signed Shiga, Japan 


Date 

f\i OVlrr^Q*- 1 ( $ , o^o o $ 


Signature I * t\ 


Witness (optional) 


Witness (optical) 


' Print/Type Name 


Print/T ype Name 


• Signature 


Signature 




Assignor Name Yasuhiro Madokoro 


Address 2-4-105, Matsuo-cho, Yokaichi-shi, 
Shiga 527-0019 Japan 


Where signed Shiga, Japan 


Date 


Signature 


Witness (optional) 


Witness (optional) 


I Print/Type Name 


Print/Type Name 


Signature 


Signature 



[ x ) Continued on Next Page 



JOINT ASSIGNMENT - WITNESS 

ASSIGNMENT 

Page J$_ 



Assignor Name Yasuhiro Yuasa 


Address 2-12-16-206, Shimizu, Yokaichi-shi, 
Shiga 527-0018 Japan 


where signed Shiga, Japan 


Date 


Signature 

Y a s iA h \ fQ Yvi a sa. 


Witness (optional) 


Witness (optical) 


Print/Type Name 


Print/Type Name 


Signature 


Signature 




Assignor Name Kazuhisa Morishita 


Address 740-1 1 , Nakano-cho, Yokaichi-shi, 
Shiga 527-0063 Japan 


where signed Shiga, Japan 


Date 


Signature 


Witness (optional) 


Witness (optional) 


Print/Type Name 


Print/Type Name 


Signature 


Signature 




BACON & THOMAS 

625 Slaters Lane, 4 th Fl., Alexandria, VA 22314 



PATENT APPLICATION 
(PENDING) 



Due Date: n/a 

First Named Inventor: Hiroshi NAKAMOTO 

Serial No. 1 0/721 ,878 Filed: November 26, 2003 

DELIVER TO : EI MAILROOM □ ART UNIT 

The PTO stamp hereon acknowledges receipt of : 

0 Check for $100.00 

0 Request for Certificate of Correction 

0 PTO/SB44Form 



Docket No.: N AKA30 1 0/J J C/PM B 




PMB/ycs 



COPY 



PATE 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




In re Application of: 
U.S. Patent No. 7,346,957 



Application No. 
First Inventor: 
Issue Date: 
For: 



10/721,878 

Hiroshi NAKAMOTO 
March 25, 2008 
VACUUM CLEANER 



Confirmation No. 
Atty. Docket No.: 
Customer No.: 



6011 

N AKA3 0 1 0/J JC/PMB 
23364 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
Office of Patent Publication 
ATTN: Certificate of Correction Branch 
P.O. BOX 1450 

ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313-1450 



REQUEST FOR CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 



SIR: 



The following is a request for a Certificate of Correction in U.S. Patent 
Application No. 10/721,878, now U.S. Patent No. 7,346,957. 

A Certificate of Correction under 35 U.S.C. § 255 is respectfully requested in the 
above-identified patent. 

The typographical error is the fault of Applicant; and, accordingly, a check for the 
amount of $100.00 is submitted to cover it (35 U.S.C. § 225 and 37 C.F.R. § 1.323). The 
error is minor and its correction would not constitute new matter or require re- 
examination. The requested correction is attached on Form PTO/SB44. 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 

23364 

Phone: 703-683-0500 
Fax: 703-683-1080 

Date: October 8, 2008 



Respectfully submitted, 
BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 




PATRICK M. BUECHNER 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 57,504 



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION 


PATENT NO. 


7,346,957 


APPLICATION NO. 


10/721,878 


ISSUE DATE: 


March 25, 2008 


INVENTORY) 


Hiroshi NAKAMOTO et al. 



It is certified that an error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent 
is hereby corrected as shown below: 



1. FACE PAGE, (73) Assignee 

"Matsushita Electric Industrial, Osaka (JP)" to 
-Matsushita Electric Industrial Co., Ltd., Osaka (JP)~ 



Mailing address of sender: 

(Do not use 
Customer Number) 



Bacon & Thomas, PLLC 
625 Slaters Lane, 4 th Fl. 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

CUSTOMER NO. 23364 



PTO/SB44 



